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MYSTERIES

I HAD a Mongolian friend who had been a lama and
still had connections among the inhabitants of the
monasteries. One day he sought me out and asked
me whether I wanted "to see something interesting
to-night." He explained that there was a distinguished
lama visiting the Silba Monastery who would that
evening hold a ceremony of prophecy and exorcism
on the terrace of the monastery temple. I had already
heard of these ceremonies and myself witnessed an
attempt by a Shaman to drive the "devil" out of a
sick youth. But this promised to be an even more
exciting event, as the Silba Monastery had one of the
finest temples in Mongolia, the visiting lama was a
great man, and his performance was to take place in
the presence of an audience composed almost entirely
of "experts." In addition., when he had done with the
evil spirits the lama was going to reveal the secrets
of the future, So, of course^ I agreed to accompany
my ex-lama friend.

He called for me in mid-afternoon and took me
along to the monastery, where his influence and my
position under the Government secured for me not
only a seat on the temple terrace for the evening but
also permission to inspect the temple itself. The
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